
Online Photography Collections 

 

Popular 

 

LIFE Photo Archive Hosted by Google Search millions of photographs from the LIFE 

photo archive, stretching from the 1750s to today. Most were never published and are 

now available for the first time through the joint work of LIFE and Google. 

Center for Creative Photography Fine Art Photographs  University of Arizona's Center for 

Creative Photography. In addition to whole archival collections, the Center also actively 

acquired individual photographs by modern and contemporary photographers. There 

are currently more than 90,000 works by over 2,200 photographers. 

International Center of Photography  Their permanent collection contains more than 

200,000 prints and related materials that range from the earliest forms of photography 

to contemporary work.  

 

Wellcome Images This collection is where to look for offbeat, bizarre photos including 

medical art of all types, images here including manuscripts, paintings, etchings, early 

photography, and advertisements.  

 

Magnum Photography The grandfather of photo organizations. The Magnum Photos 

library is a living archive updated daily with new work from across the globe. The library 

houses all the work produced by Magnum photographers and some special collections 

by non-members. There are approximately one million photographs in both print and 

transparency in the physical library, with over 500,000 images available online. 

Getty Images  A global archival offering of defining cultural moments, places and iconic 

personalities–– from the historical to the present-day. 

Museums 

 

The Metropolitan Museum of Art  The Met's Department of Photographs houses a 

collection of more than 25,000 works spanning the history of photography from its 

invention in the 1830s to the present.  

MoMA  The Museum of Modern Art (MoMA) began collecting modern photography in 

1930 and established the department in 1940. The Museum’s holdings of more than 

http://images.google.com/hosted/life
http://www.creativephotography.org/collections/fine-art
https://www.icp.org/collections
https://wellcomeimages.org/
https://www.magnumphotos.com/
http://www.gettyimages.com/editorial-images/archival
http://www.metmuseum.org/about-the-met/curatorial-departments/photographs
https://www.moma.org/explore/collection/departments/photography


25,000 works constitute one of the most important collections of modern and 

contemporary photography in the world. 

Guggenheim  One of the oldest and best.  

Smithsonian Institution Photograph and Image Collections Photographs and other 

images at the Smithsonian Institution Archives are not in a central file, but are dispersed 

throughout its collections. However, there are a few collections which are mostly 

devoted to photographs.  

Eastman Kodak Collections Online  Explore the George Eastman Museum's collections 

online. More than a quarter of a million objects from the photography, technology, and 

George Eastman Legacy collections are now searchable, and more of the museum's vast 

holdings will be added on an ongoing basis. 

Art Institute of Chicago Photography  Spanning the history of the medium from its 

beginning in 1839 to the present, the Art Institute's photography collection contains 

works of many of the medium's celebrated practitioners. The collection originated in 

1949, when Georgia O'Keeffe donated the Alfred Stieglitz Collection. 

United States 

Library of Congress Prints and Photographs Online  The collections of the Library of 

Congress include photographs, fine and popular prints and drawings, posters, and 

architectural and engineering drawings. While international in scope, the collections are 

particularly rich in materials produced in, or documenting the history of, the United 

States and the lives, interests and achievements of the American people. 

National Archives Digital Photography Collection  Links to comprehensive list of 

collections in all categories. 

Emory U.’s Robert Langmuir African-American Photograph Collection This extensive 

collection contains more than 12,000 photographs depicting African American life from 

as early as the 1840s through the 1970s. Amidst these thousands of historic 

photographs, researchers will encounter ordinary people as well as well-known names 

of the times and find photographs in nearly every available format within the historic 

span.  

https://www.guggenheim.org/artwork/artwork_type/photography
https://siarchives.si.edu/services/photograph-and-image-collections
https://eastman.org/collections-online
http://www.artic.edu/aic/collections/photo
http://www.loc.gov/pictures/
https://www.archives.gov/research/alic/reference/photography.html
http://rose.library.emory.edu/collections/african-american-history-culture/langmuir.html


Huntington Digital Library  The Photographs collection in the Digital Library contains a 

selection from the Huntington Library’s approximately 500,000 prints and negatives 

spanning the century from 1850 to 1950. This superlative collection, which covers a 

variety of topics from the American Civil War to the building of the transcontinental 

railroad, from "Grand Tours" of Europe to modest family photograph albums, is 

particularly strong in depicting the history and development of the American West. 

Old Photo Archive  For the history buff. Old Photo Archive's purpose is to preserve and 

share our history by telling stories through old photos. Their archive is comprised of 

thousands photos from the public domain, private collections, or members of their 

community. 

NOAA Photo Library  The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration makes 

thousands of stunning high resolution images available for download for free.     

USDA Image Gallery  The US Dept. of Agriculture has some fantastic high res photos 

available for download that are copyright-free, public domain, images of crops, animals, 

insects, food, plants, and more.  

NASA Image Gallery  NASA's new image library consolidates imagery spread across 60 

collections into one searchable location. 

US Navy History and Heritage Command  Photographs in the collection reflect both 

official and unofficial naval viewpoints and consist of donations and transfers made by 

both the Navy and the general public. The general date range of the collection consists 

of mid-19th century to the 1990s, with particular focus on the World War II era. Their 

entire holdings consist of approximately one million photographs dating as early as the 

Civil War.  

US Army Center of Military History Photographs  Army photographs through the many 

years.  

New York Public Library Photography Collection  The Photography Collection 

encompasses the broadest range of the medium, including images made for 

commercial, industrial, and scientific application as well as images for the press and 

other print media, the vernacular of amateur snapshot photography and original works 

intended for exhibition and/or the art market.  

http://hdl.huntington.org/cdm/landingpage/collection/p15150coll2
http://oldphotoarchive.com/
http://www.photolib.noaa.gov/brs/nwind1.htm
https://www.ars.usda.gov/oc/images/image-gallery/
https://www.nasa.gov/multimedia/imagegallery/index.html#.U6CgDyjYNS0
https://www.history.navy.mil/our-collections/photography.html
http://www.history.army.mil/html/artphoto/photographs.html
https://www.nypl.org/about/divisions/wallach-division/photography-collection


The Museum of the City of New York Prints and Photographs Collection  The 

Photographs Collection at the Museum of the City of New York consists of more than 

400,000 prints and negatives that document New York City and its inhabitants from the 

mid-nineteenth century to the present. 

Harvard Library Digital Collections  Harvard libraries have digitized thousands of 

historical photographs, pamphlets, manuscripts, books, music scores, maps and other 

rare and unique materials. The vast majority of these collections are freely available 

online for public access. 

World 

Musée de l'Elysée  The Musée de l’Elysée in Lausanne, Switzerland, is entirely devoted to 

photography. There are more than 100,000 original prints from the 19th and 20th 

centuries in the archives. The museum has made extensive acquisitions of contemporary 

photography. 

Europeana Photography  New! Explore the history of photography in 2,300,898 items 

from European collections! Europeana Photography opens up Europe’s rich 

photographic heritage to everyone.  

U. of Wisconsin’s Digital Photo Archive-Africa Presents images from the holdings of the 

American Geographical Society (AGS) Library. The selection focuses on the countries of 

southern and eastern Africa.   

Duke U. Libraries Middle East Photography Online Collection  Lots of links to Middle 

East photography collections.  

Japanese American National Museum  Featuring selected highlights from their 

permanent collection of over 60,000 unique artifacts, documents, and photographs. 

British Library's India Office Collections  Contains some 250,000 images from c 1850 

onwards from India and Pakistan and other parts of Asia. Other countries covered by the 

collection include Afghanistan, Tibet, Nepal, Sikkim, Burma (Myanmar) and China. 

U. Miami Libraries Cuban Heritage Collections  Collections with digital manuscripts, 

photographs, letters, maps and other resources held in the University of Miami Libraries 

Cuban Heritage Collection.   

http://www.mcny.org/collections/prints-photographs
http://library.harvard.edu/digital-collections
http://www.elysee.ch/accueil/
http://www.europeana.eu/portal/en/collections/photography
http://collections.lib.uwm.edu/cdm/landingpage/collection/agsafrica
http://guides.library.duke.edu/c.php?g=289783&p=1931237
http://www.janm.org/collections/
https://www.bl.uk/collection-guides/photographs-india-office-collections
https://merrick.library.miami.edu/digitalprojects/chc.php


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


